MOTIVATION OF LEE HARVEY OSWALD IN THE MURDER OF JFK

From the data available to researchers, it can be argued that Lee Harvey Oswald was involved in the assassination of President John F. Kennedy. While it might have been possible to prove that he killed the President in a court of law, I cannot dismiss the words of Dallas Police Chief Jesse Curry when he stated that no one could put Oswald in the Texas School Book Depository with a rifle in his hands on November 22, 1963. Howard Brennan initially refused to identify LHO in a line-up at Dallas Police Headquarters. During his Warren Commission testimony, Cecil McWatters, the bus driver that Oswald allegedly rode with said that he did not identify Oswald at the line-up in Dallas and stated that he could not do it now. When Warren Commission attorney Joseph A. Ball was questioning Mary Bledsoe, who claimed to have seen Oswald on the bus, she continuously said that she did not look at Oswald. It exasperated Ball to the point that he said to Bledsoe “are you telling me something you read in the newspapers?” Bledsoe was the only person that day to describe Oswald as looking like a “maniac.” One has to wonder how well Helen Markham would have held up on the stand. Nor can I forget the words of Wesley Liebeler when he pointed out that there wasn’t a single witness who saw Oswald’s 6.5mm Mannlicher-Carcano in Mrs. Paine’s garage.

The Warren Commission was unable to determine a motive for Oswald. However, a careful reading of witness statements contained throughout the twenty-six volumes of the Warren Commission Report provides the answer. Essentially Fidel Castro was Oswald’s hero. Providing Oswald with the information that the U.S. was involved in attempting to kill Castro opened him up to manipulation that could have resulted in his recruitment to participate in a plot to kill JFK.


What are the observations that support this hypothesis? We can start with Oswald’s time in the Marine Corps. Nelson Delgado, a fellow marine at the El Toro Naval Air Station, stated that both he and Oswald admired Fidel Castro and even talked about going to Cuba to fight for Castro. Delgado related that he was not as serious about it as was Oswald. He related that Oswald had even told him that he had contacted the Cuban Embassy in Los Angeles while they were on leave one weekend. Delgado also stated that Oswald was trying to learn Spanish. Lieutenant John Donovan, Oswald’s superior officer at El Toro, said that Oswald spoke about the atrocities committed by the Batista regime in Cuba and that he supported the Cuban Revolution. James Anthony Botello, a fellow marine at El Toro, said that Oswald told him that he wanted to go to Cuba and train Cuban troops. Paul Edward Murphy, another marine stationed at El Toro, stated that Oswald was a supporter of Castro. Kerry Windell Thornley, also stationed at El Toro, said that he and Oswald both supported Castro and that Oswald felt Castro was introducing reforms that were good for Cuba. In an interview with FBI agent John Fain, after her son’s defection to the Soviet Union, Marguerite Oswald stated that she was surprised that he went to Russia. She thought that his first choice would have been South America or Cuba.

After a period of time in the Soviet Union, Oswald began to grow disenchanted with life there. Ultimately he left with his wife and child. He composed a series of notes that covered his time in the Soviet Union and one quote is quite revealing:

     No man, having known, having lived, under the Russian Communist and American

     capitalist system, could possibly make a choice between them, there is no choice, one 

     offers oppression, the other poverty. Both offer imperialistic injustice, tinted with two

     brands of slavery.

For Oswald, the U.S. was a disappointment and so was the Soviet Union. Oswald also argued that the Soviets had betrayed the revolution. The above quote suggested that Castro could have filled the void. The Cuban Revolution provided Oswald with a third option. Upon his return to the U.S. his support for Castro did not wane. 


Marina Oswald testified that her husband greatly admired Fidel Castro citing the views that he expressed about Cuba after the couple returned to the United States. When Oswald moved to New Orleans his uncle Dutz Murret related that on one occasion when he visited the apartment where the Oswalds were staying, his nephew had a picture of Castro over the mantel place. Mr. & Mrs. James J. Garner, who rented the apartment on Magazine Street to the Oswalds, told the Secret Service that on one occasion Oswald displayed two pro-Castro signs on his balcony. Garner ordered that the signs be taken down. George de Mohrenschildt told the Warren Commission that Oswald admired Castro because he stood up to the United States.

After Oswald was arrested for the murder of Officer J. D. Tippit, various law enforcement members picked up on his admiration for Castro. Captain Will Fritz, who spent the most time questioning Oswald, stated:

    I got the impression, I got the impression that he was doing it because of his feeling 

    about the Castro revolution, and I think he felt, he had a lot of feeling about the 

    revolution…I think that was the reason.

Detective James Leavelle, who had contact with Oswald on November 22 and 24, said he was particularly impressed with Oswald’s ability to discuss Cuba.

Oswald was not careful about communicating his beliefs about Marxism and his support for Castro. If there were people around him who were intent on drawing him into a plot to kill the president, it would have been easy to determine which buttons to push. This raises the question of whether Oswald was manipulated into a plot to kill President Kennedy. Observations that Oswald could have been motivated by others go back to his time in the Soviet Union.

Priscilla Johnson, an American reporter, interviewed Oswald in Moscow. After the interview she wrote in her notes that she believed that Oswald had help in defecting and added “He seemed to hint at this.” Aline Mosby, a reporter for United Press International, also interviewed Oswald while he was in Moscow. Mosby wrote, “It sounded to me as if he had rehearsed these sentences” as Oswald described why he wanted to stay in the Soviet Union. When Oswald went to the American Embassy in Moscow he met with senior consul Richard Synder and his aide John A. McVicker. In a report drafted by McVicker on November 27, 1963, he related his impressions of the meeting with Oswald and wrote “…there also seemed to me to be the possibility that he was following a pattern of behavior in which he had been tutored by a person or persons unknown.”


Political scientist and author Philip Melanson related that fifteen years after the Kennedy assassination that Dallas Police Chief Jesse Curry was still “haunted” that Oswald was trained “…in interrogation techniques and resisting interrogation techniques.” Assistant Dallas District Attorney William Alexander said that Oswald had great self-control and that it seemed that “… he had been rehearsed, or programmed, to meet the situation that he found himself in.” Captain Fritz stated that Oswald was so good at answering and refusing to answer certain questions that Fritz asked him if he had any training in interrogation techniques. Fritz said that “I suspected that he some training in sabotage from the way he talked and acted…He acted like a person who was prepared for what he was doing.” Dallas District Attorney Henry Wade said that he felt someone was in back of Oswald in the assassination of President Kennedy. Wade said that Oswald “had his inspiration from somebody else.”

The concept that Oswald may have been manipulated by others is not new. Indeed, it goes back to some members of the Warren Commission. Slawson and Coleman raised the possibility that Oswald was manipulated by anti-Castro groups to kill President Kennedy. In a report for the Warren Commission they stated that Oswald “fit the criteria for an ‘agitator,’ propagandizer, or even an assassin, for the Cuban Government.” In his HSCA testimony, Slawson said,

     The possibility that the anti-Castro Cubans contained people who were ruthless or

     desperate enough to kill Kennedy in order to serve their own end I felt was a very

     real one. Apparently from all I knew they contained a lot of desperate ruthless people.
What would the Warren Commission have done in terms of its investigation, if it had access to the information concerning the CIA/Mafia plots to kill Fidel Castro? Slawson, along with Arlen Specter and Norman Redlich indicated that the Commission would have conducted a different investigation had it known about the CIA/Mafia plots to murder Castro. Asked by the HSCA if the Warren Commission would have conducted a different investigation if it had the information about the CIA/Mafia plots, Judge Burt Griffin said, “I think the CIA deliberately deceived the Warren Commission, based on the evidence that I have seen.” One member of the Warren Commission, a former Director of the CIA, had that information and chose not to share it with his fellow members. Why did Dulles not tell the Commission?

The lure that could have been used to manipulate Oswald into a plot to kill President Kennedy was the information that the CIA and Mafia were trying to kill his hero, Fidel Castro. If Oswald had information about the CIA/Mafia plots in 1963, it is reasonable to assume that he could have gotten that information from only three sources: 

CIA operatives, Mafia members, or Cuban Intelligence. There are indications that he had links to all three groups. The HSCA developed information about Oswald’s family links to the Marcello organization. The HSCA also developed information potentially linking Oswald to the CIA.

In his HSCA testimony, Judge Griffin considered the possibility that Oswald knew of the CIA’s attempts to kill Castro. Griffin stated that Oswald could have been motivated by the CIA’s attempts to kill Castro and that Oswald could have learned of the attempts from “his so-called underground, or whatever you want to call these sources, grassroots sources…” Judge Griffin was not alone in these thoughts and observations. After learning of the CIA/Mafia attempts to kill Castro, David Belin hypothesized that Oswald could have participated in the assassination because the Kennedys were trying to kill Castro. He even speculated that Oswald could have met with a Cuban agent in Mexico City about retaliation against the Kennedys and promised financial aid. Norman Redlich told the HSCA, “…if it could be shown that Oswald knew about the proposed plot to assassinate Castro, the Commission could have concluded that this was an additional motive that Oswald might have had.” He also said that the Commission should have conducted a separate investigation. These areas were never investigated. To this researcher, the failure to gather the necessary data to either confirm or refute these speculations makes it nearly impossible to argue that Oswald acted alone.

Oswald engaged in a series of activities in the summer of 1963 in New Orleans that seem to indicate that he was assembling a portfolio that could be used to gain entrance to Cuba. In mid June, he distributed pro-Castro flyers at the Dumaine Street Wharf and was ordered to leave. He started a phony chapter of the Fair Play for Cuba Committee. At the beginning of August, Oswald appeared to be attempting to infiltrate anti-Castro groups with his visit to Carlos Bringuier’s place of business. Bringuier was associated with the DRE, which was funded by the CIA. George Joannides, a CIA operative, was working with this group and never revealed this connection to the HSCA. Professor Blakey was quite angry upon learning of this association which Joannides, acting as the CIA liaison to the HSCA, never revealed to him. 

A few days after his visit to Bringuier’s place of business, Oswald was engaged in distributing pro-Castro leaflets outside the Trade Center. It was filmed by TV stations and shown on local news outlets that night. Oswald’s distribution of pro-Castro material attracted the attention of Bringuier’s associates who notified him of Oswald’s actions. Bringuier arrived with two supporters, and they, along with Oswald, were arrested. Two police officers involved in the arrest stated that they suspected that the event was staged. 

While in jail Oswald notified the FBI that he had been arrested and requested an interview with an agent. Special Agent John Quigley responded and conducted the interview. Oswald told Quigley one lie after another. However, Oswald emphasized that the FPCC was advocating fair treatment of Cuba and that the U.S. did not have the right to impose its views on Cuba. Oswald obtained a radio interview arising out of his confrontation with Bringuier. This led to a second radio interview for Oswald in which Carlos Bringuier also participated. Oswald ended his political activities in New Orleans after the radio appearances.

At the end of September, Oswald went to Mexico City where he attempted to obtain an in-transit visa to Cuba. Oswald used all of his recent activities in New Orleans to convince the embassy staff of his pro-Castro sympathies. He showed them newspapers clippings of his activities in New Orleans, a membership card from the FPCC, and copies of letters he had written to the Communist Party. He also showed documentation of the time that he had spent in the Soviet Union as the Warren Commission Report put it “to curry favor with both Embassies.” It did not work for Oswald who became increasing upset when unable to gain access to Cuba. The Cuban Consul, Eusebio Azcue, said that Oswald became quite unpleasant and that he ordered Oswald to leave the embassy.

It was reported that Oswald threatened to kill President Kennedy while in the Cuban Embassy. This was confirmed by Morris Childs who was a member of the American Communist Party. Childs and his brother Morris became informants for the FBI. It was Morris Childs, who after a meeting with Castro, reported to the FBI that the Cuban dictator was aware that Oswald had offered to kill President Kennedy. Former FBI Director Clarence M. Kelley verified that Castro was informed of Oswald’s threat to kill Kennedy. Kelley said that embassy officials in Mexico City gave the information to Castro.

Oswald’s threat may have been in response to his desire to protect his hero, Fidel Castro, from the CIA/Mafia’s attempts to kill the Cuban leader. It raises the question of whether Oswald knew something that the Warren Commission didn’t, that the CIA and the Mafia were trying to kill Castro. According to FBI Director Kelley, Oswald told the Soviets and the Cubans that he had information about CIA plots to kill Castro. Oswald offered to provide the information if he were given Soviet and Cuban visas for himself and his family. In 1975, CIA officer David Atlee Phillips reported that the CIA had made a transcript of a phone call that Oswald made to the Soviet Embassy in Mexico City. Phillips said the transcript, which allegedly was destroyed, contained a statement by Oswald in which he told the Soviets that he had information they would be interested in. He would provide the information if he and his family could go to the Soviet Union. In 1975, Earnesto Rodriguez, a contract agent for the CIA in Mexico City, stated that Oswald told both the Soviets and the Cubans that he had information on a U.S. plot to kill Castro and that he would exchange that information for a Cuban visa.

If Oswald had this information, it raises the question of how he obtained it, who would have given him this information, and for what purpose. While these plots were going on, the CIA and the Kennedy administration were doing everything that they could to prevent the information from becoming public knowledge. It was a state secret. The only groups with access to this information were CIA operatives, Mafia members, and Cuban intelligence. Was this information used to recruit Oswald into a plot to kill the President? If so, Oswald’s actions in New Orleans become crystal clear. His visit to Mexico City was prompted by his desire to protect Castro and his willingness to share the information he had uncovered.

I am not going to go into Oswald’s linkages to all three groups here. That is contained in Chapter 7 of my book. I think another important point to keep in mind is that George de Mohrenschildt, just before he allegedly committed suicide, told author and researcher Edward Jay Epstein that he had contacted Oswald at the behest of J. Walton Moore of the CIA. If Oswald was involved in the attempt on Walker’s life, did 
de Mohrenschildt convey that information to the CIA? Did he tell them that Oswald had a rifle with a telescopic sight on it? Could that information have been used to blackmail Oswald? None of this has been investigated.
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